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That which is claimed is: 

1 . A method for performing an electronic transacfion comprising: 
offering a product for purchase from a merchant; 

receiving selection data identifying the product in an electronic portal from 
5 an interface-enabled communications device; / 

providing product information data coi^prising information describing at 
least one aspect of the product to the interface^enabled communications device; 

receiving shipping detail data comjynsing instructions related to shipping 
the product to a designated recipient; / 
10 receiving payment option data comprising information describing a desired 

means of payment for the product; / 

transmitting payment authorization to a payment processor, wherein the 
payment authorization comprised purchaser identifying data and merchant 
identifying data identifying the merchant; and 
15 transmitting order information to the merchant, wherein the order 

information comprises paynient option data and shipping detail data. 

2. The method of clmm 1 further comprising displaying a product code 
associated with the prodOct. 

3. The method of/claim 2 wherein the selection data comprises the product 
20 code associated with/he product. 

4. The method/of claim 3 further comprising receiving customer identification 
information. / 

5. The method of claim 4 further comprising determining an electronic wallet 
associated with the customer identification information. 

25 6. The method of claim 5 wherein receiving shipping detail data comprising 
instructions related to shipping the product to the designated recipient comprises 
accessing^ the electronic wallet associated with the customer identification 
informa/ion. 

7. /rhe method of claim 6 wherein receiving payment option data comprising 
30 information describing the desired means of payment for the product comprises 
accessing the electronic wallet associated with the customer identification 
inffirmation. 
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8. The method of claim 7 whm-ein providing product information data 
comprising information describing^t-l^^st one aspect of the product to the 
interface-enabled communications fleJvice comprises accessing a database of the 
merchant having product information associated with the product. 
5 9. The method of claim 8 wherein the proizfuct information comprises the price 
of the product. / 

10. The method of claim 8 wherein liie product information comprises at least 

one of the following: price of the prpauct, description of attributes of the product, 

brand name of the product, and nanfe of the product. 
10 11. The method of claini/ 10 further comprising providing an order 

confirmation to the interface-enabled communications device. 

12. The method of claim 11 wherein receiving customer identification 

information comprises deceiving customer identification information from the 

interface-enabled conynunications device. 
15 13. The method of clain/ 12 further comprising transmitting a payment 

authorization request to twer^ayment processor and receiving an affirmative 

response from the paymeriTprocessor. 

14. The method of claim 13 wherein the ymterface-enabled communications 
device comprises a web browser. / 
20 15. The method of claim 14 whereii/ the interface-enabled communications 
device comprises a wireless telephone. / 

16. The method of claim 14 wherein the interface-enabled communications 
device comprises at least one of the following: a telephone, a personal computer, 
and a personal digital assistant/ 
25 17. The method of claini 16 wherein the product code comprises a unique 
number assigned to the pimluct. 

18. The method of claim 17 further comprising transmitting the product code 
data to the merchantywherein the merchant is associated with the product code, 

19. The metho/a of claim 18 wherein the shipping detail data comprises a 
30 shipping address^ 

20. The rnethod of claim 19 wherein payment option data identifies the 
electronic wallet. 
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21. The method of claim /20 wherein the selection data comprises merchant 
identifying data identifying tne merchant. 

22. The method of cl^im 21 wherein the user identification comprises a 
telephone number. 

5 23. The method of c/aim 21 wherein the electronic portal is in communication 
with at least two merchants. 

24. The Ef^ethod of claim 22 wherein the electronic portal comprises an 
electronic rpall. 

25. The method of^aim 22 wherein the desired means of payment for the 
10 product comprises axredit card. 

26. The mejKod of claim 22 wherein offering a product for purchase from a 
merchant comprises providing a hyperlink on the portal to a web site of the 
merchar 

27. A method for performing an electronic transactfon, comprising: 
15 providing a shopping and check-out applicatio/i in communication with a 

merchant 

server associated with a merchant, wherein the shopping and check-out application 
is in communication with a product datal^se of the merchant and an order 
fulfillment system of the merchant; 

20 providing an electronic portal in communication with the merchant server and a 
communications gateway, wherein /the communications gateway is in 
communication with an interface-enapled communications device operated by a 
user and wherein the communicptlonj^ateway comprises at least one of the 
following: wireless telephone ii^?r^et service provider and fixed-line telephone 

25 internet service provider; 

providing an online authorization and settlement gateway in communication with 
at least one financial institution that issues a payment account of the user; 
receiving a product code from the interface-enabled communication device; 
providing the interface-enabled communications device access to product data of 

30 the merchant associates with the product code via the communications gateway; 
receiving user-identiwing data and a purchase-selection data from the interface- 
enabled communications device; 
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communicating with an electronic wallet associated with me user-identifying data; 
receiving transaction data in the electronic wallet ftram the interface-enabled 
communications device, wherein the transaction data oomprises at least one of the 
following: payment method data, shipping data, and payment account data; 
requesting payment authorization from a payment Recount issuer associated with 
the transaction data; 

transmitting the user-identifying data and the pu^fchase-se lection data to the order 
fulfillment system of the merchant; 

receiving confirmation of order receipt from th^ merchant; and 
providing settlement data associated with/the purchase-selection data to the 
payment account issuer. 
28. The method of claim 27 wherein receiving the user-identifying data and the 
purchase-selection data from ^he ii^fterface-enabled communications device 
comprises receiving the user-i^e|itify/ng data and the purchase-selection data in 
the communications gateway. 

fujther comprising transmitting the user- 
dection data from the communications gateway 



29. The method of clai 
identifying data and the pure 
to the electronic portal. 

30. The method of claim 
device comprises a wireless tj 

31. The method of clai 



9 wherein the interface-enabled communications 
^ephone. 

29 wherein the interface-enabled communications 



device comprises at least one of the following: a personal computer, a telephone, 
and a personal digital ass/stant. 

32. The method of yclaim 3P wherein the interface-enabled communications 
device comprises an internet browser. 
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33. The method ^f claim 31 wherein the interface-enabled communications 
device comprises an/mternet browser. 

34. The methocy of claim 32 wherein receiving confirmation of order receipt 
from the mercham comprises receiving confirmation of order receipt from the 
merchant in the electronic portal. 
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35. The method of claim 34 further comprising transmitting the confirmation 
of order receipt from the electronic portal to the interfacje-enabled communications 
device via the communications gateway. 

36. A method for performing an electronic transaction, comprising: 
5 receiving at an electronic portal a request for per^on-to-person payment from a 

first interface-enabled communications device; 
receiving at the electronic portal communication/ from the first interface-enabled 
communications device comprising identification of a second communications 
device; 

10 receiving a transfer amount and payment met)4od data in the electronic portal from 
the first interface-enabled communications oyevice; 

determining a payment account issued $(ssociated with the user of the first 
interface-enabled communications dev/c^^ 
determining an account associated 
15 communications device; and 

sending a transfer authorization fror[i/the\electronic portal to the payment account 
issuer comprising a money transfer request requesting a money transfer of the 
transfer amount from an account of the user of the first interface-enabled 
communications device to the account associated with the user of the second 
20 communications device. 

37. The method of claim ^6 further comprising receiving in the electronic 
portal confirmation of the money transfer from the payment account issuer, and 
sending the confirmation oythe money transfer from the electronic portal to the 
first interface-enabled com^unications device and to the second interface-enabled 

25 communications devic^ 

38. The method of t^aim 37 wherein sending the confirmation of the money 
transfer comprises at leAst one of the following: sending an e-mail, providing pre- 
recorded voice telephone call, and sending a confirming web page. 

39. The method yof claim 38 further comprising determining an electronic 
30 wallet associated with the customer identification information. 
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40. The method of claim 39 further comprising transmitting a payment 
authorization request to the payment processor and rjiceiving an affirmative 
response from the payment processor. 

41. The method of claim 40 wherein the interface-enabled communications 
device comprises a web browser. 

42. The method of claim 39 wherein th^ Jnterfi&ce-enabled communications 
device comprises a wireless telephone. 

43. The method of claim 39 wherein .the ii^rface-enabled communications 
device comprises at least one of the following: y&ytelephone, a personal computer, 
and a personal digital assistant. 

44. The method of claim 43 wherein 
telephone number. 



le user identification comprises a 



45. The method of claipa-^^S wherein the payment method data comprises at 
least one of the folk^wing: a credit card number, a debit card number, and an 
account numb^. 

46. A system for performing an electronic transaction comprising: 
means for offering a product for purchaseArom a merchant; 

means for receiving selection data identifying the product in an electronic 
portal from an interface-enabled communications device; 

means for providing product infomiation data comprising information 
describing at least one aspect of tne product to the interface-enabled 
communications device; 

means for receiving shipping d^ail data comprising instructions related to 
shipping the product to a designated refcipient; 

means for receiving payment option data comprising information 
describing a desired means of payrnent for the product; 

means for transmitting payment authorization to a payment processor, 
wherein the payment authorizaftion comprises purchaser identifying data and 
merchant identifying data identi/rying the merchant; and 

means for transmitting order information to the merchant, wherein the 
order information comprises payment option data and shipping detail data. 
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47. The system of claim 46 further comprising means for displaying a product 
code associated with the product. 

48. The system of claim 47 wherein the selection data c)z(mprises the product 
code associated with the product. 

5 49. The system of claim 48 further comprising mean^ for receiving customer 
identification information. 

50. The system of claim 49 ftirther comprising /means for determining an 
electronic wallet associated with the customer identi^cation information. 

51. The system of claim 50 wherein the memis for receiving shipping detail 
10 data comprising instructions related to shippii^ the product to the designated 

recipient comprises means for accessing the ^ectronic wallet associated with the 
customer identification information. 

52. The system of claim 51 wherein jrfie means for receiving payment option 
data comprising information d'efecribing the desired means of payment for the 

15 product comprises means for ^cqps^g the electronic wallet associated with the 
customer identification information 

lectronic transaction comprising: 
I andX^heck-out application in communication with 
Jh a merchant, wherein the shopping and check-out 
20 application is in communication with a product database of the merchant and an 
order fulfillment systerti/of the merchant; 

means for providingyan electronic portal in communication with the merchant 
server and a commimications gateway, wherein the communications gateway is in 
communication With an interface-enabled communications device operated by a 
25_ user and whenein the communications gateway comprises at least one of the 
following: wireless telephone internet service provider and fixed-line telephone 
internet semce provider; 

means tfir providing an online authorization and settlement gateway in 
communication with at least one financial institution that issues a payment account 
30 ofthe^user; 

me/ns for receiving a product code from the interface-enabled communication 
device; 



53. A system for performin 
means for providing a shoppi 
a merchant server associated/w 
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means for providing the interface-enabled communications device access to 
product data of the merchant associated with the /product code via the 
communications gateway; 

means for receiving user-identifying data and a purcl)6se-selection data from the 
5 interface-enabled communications device; 

means for communicating with an electronic wajlet associated with the user- 
identifying data; 

means for receiving transaction data in the electronic wallet from the interface- 
enabled communications device, wherein the /transaction data comprises at least 
10 one of the following: payment method data/ shipping data, and payment account 
data; 

requesting payment authorization from ^payment account issuer associated with 
the transaction data; 

means for transmitting the user-ider\ti^ing data and the purchase-selection data to 
1 5 the order fulfillment system of the niferch^nt; 

means for receiving confirmatuyirSrqrder receipt from the merchant; and 
means for providing settlement (^ta associated with the purchase-selection data to 
the payment account issuer. 

54. The system of clain/ wherein the means for receiving the user- 
20 identifying data and the ypurchase-selection data from the interface-enabled 

communications device comprises means for receiving the user-identifying data 
and the purchase-selectiooi data in the communications gateway. 

55. The system of claim 54 further comprising means for transmitting the user- 
identifying data and tne purchase-selection data from the communications gateway 

25 to the electronic postal. 

56. A system fi^r performing an electronic transaction comprising: 

means for receiv/ng at an electronic portal a request for person-to-person payment 
from a first interface-enabled communications device; 

means for receiving at the electronic portal communication from the first interface- 
30 enabled communications device comprising identification of a second 
communications device; 
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means for receiving a transfer amount and payment methoa data in the electronic 
portal from the first interface-enabled communications deWce; 
means for determining a payment account issuer associ/ted with the user of the 
first interface-enabled communications device; 

means for determining an account associated with the /ser of the second interface- 
enabled communications device; and 
means for sending a transfer authorization froiyf the electronic portal to the 
payment account issuer comprising a money transfer request requesting a money 
transfer of the transfer amount from an accoun/ of the user of the first interface- 
enabled communications device to the account associated with the user of the 
second communications device. 

57. The system of claim 56 furtl^ cqhiprising means for receiving in the 



electronic portal confirmation of the/ 
issuer, and means for sending the cpni 
electronic portal to the first interfa 
second interface-enabled communicaii/ 
58. The system of claim 57 where 



transfer from the payment account 
ion of the money transfer from the 
communications device and to the 
Idevice. 

in trie means for sending the confirmation of 
the money transfer comprises'at lea^^t one of the following: means for sending an 
e-mail, means for providing a pr/?-recorded voice telephone call, and means for 
sending a confirming web page. 

59. The system of claim 58 further comprising means for determining an 
electronic wallet associated wim the customer identification information. 

60. The system of clairn 59 further comprising means for transmitting a 
payment authorization request to the payment processor and means for receiving 
an affirmative response from the payment processor. _ _ 

61. The method of c/aim ^ wherein receiving selection data identifying the 
product in an electronic portal from an interface-enabled communications device 
comprises receiving the selection data from an electronic communications 
gateway in communicjiation with the interface-enabled communications device. 

62. The method of cj^m 61 further comprising entering into a joint venture 
between a provider 91 the electronic portal and a provider of the electronic 
communications gatdway. 
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63. The method of claim 62 further comprising providing the electronic portal 
in communication with the electronic communications^gateway. 

64. The method of claim 63 further comprising j5roviding the subscriber access 
to the portal. 

5 65. The method of claim 64 further compri^mg receiving by the operator of the 
electronic communications gateway billing/data reflecting a transaction between 
the merchant and the subscriber and prg/iding a bill to the subscriber comprising 
the billing data. 

66. The method of claim 65 y^herein the bill further comprises billing for 
10 communications services. 

67. The method of clai^ 66 wherein communications services comprises 
mobile telephone serviccy 

68. The method claim 67 wherein the provider of the electronics 
communications gateway comprises a mobile telephone network operator. 

15 69. The method of claim 68 wherein the provider of the electronic portal 
comprises a bank. 

70. The method o/ claim 43 further comprising determining a currency 
exchange rate and yflrflculating the,^:ransfer amount equivalent of currency used in 
the geographic k^&^tion of the account associated the second interface-enabled 
20 communication/AJeliice. 
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